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Enslavement of Africans vs. Internment of Japanese American
Name
Institution
Subject
Date
Overview of Japanese American Internment
The internment of Japanese started in the 1940s when President Franklin Roosevelt signed the executive order to compulsorily imprison all those with Japanese heritage in the western U.S. the U.S administration considered Japanese Americans as a conglomerated, suspicious group within the body politic. To make it worse, the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, prompted the FBI to draft what was termed as the “special list” whereby Japanese-American community leaders and men were apprehended.  The exercise resulted in the arrest of over two thousand people in Hawaii and on the West Coast in just two days. It was later realized that the reason for the mass arrests and the rise of concentration camps was aimed at destroying Japanese-American communities through dispersal, assimilation, and dislocation. The administration engaged in forced relocation as they realized it was the only significant strategy at that time that could solve what was considered as a serious racial problem, hence, scattering them throughout the U.S was feasible (Uchida, 2015).
Moreover, it can be identified that the initial detentions following the Pearl Harbor attack served as an indicator of worrying times that were on the way. After the detentions, a fusillade of restrictions followed; prohibited and restricted zones for any individual with Japanese ethnicity were established across the Western United States. 1942, executive order commanded the exclusion and removal of all persons with Japanese lineage from Washington’s Bainbridge Island to anywhere out of the off the coast of Seattle (History, 2019).
Overview of Enslavement of Africans

Africans are the only exceptional group among the flood of immigrants who came to North America willingly. The Africans were brought as slaves to this region during the periods between 1619 and 1808, at that time slave trade was legal. However, even after the abolition of the slave trade, the practice of owning slaves including their descendants persisted as agrarian Whites needed many to tend the fields.
The outbreak of the American Civil War between the free states of the North and the slave states of the South led to the process of ending slavery. On 1863, President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which ended slavery in those states had seceded from the Southern Union. However, it was in 1865, following the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the country's Constitution that slavery was abolished throughout the U.S (Mission, 2010).
Despite, the countrywide abolition of slavery, many American blacks were exposed to exclusion and were offered little opportunities; they were subjected to an inferior education.  The segregation and quest for empowerment compelled the African Americans to form an internal wave of immigration; they particularly moved from the agrarian-oriented South to the industrialized North in search of opportunities. Not all the blacks who immigrated from the South were able to find work in the urban North. By established residential and rental law as well as a custom the blacks were required to live apart and far from whites; they dwelled in run-down neighbourhoods which were are renown as ghettos (Duneier, 2016). The segregation served as imprisonment to the blacks, it was in the wake of 1960s that African Americans, led by Dr Martin Luther King, Jr., used nonviolent protest, boycotts, marches to demand an end to racial prejudice as well as equal treatment under the law.
The ideology behind Japanese American internment vs. enslavement of Africans in the USA
Many scholars hold the view that the Japanese-American Internment Camps did not emanate following the bombing of Pearl Harbor, but rather it was an extension of the social relationship that the American public had towards this marginal society. The pinnacle of the mistrust and seclusion of the Japanese- American people was on the grounds of loyalty. The Americans were worried if the Japanese Americans were loyal to America or Japan. Simply, the government's actions towards interning the Japanese-Americans have based on the premise that "A viper is nonetheless a viper wherever the egg is hatched – so a Japanese-American, born of Japanese parents, grows up to be Japanese not an American,” (Shimabukuro, 2016).
The American popular media served as reinforcement of the perception of the Japanese Americans in terming them as loyalists to Japan and hence, they were enemies of America. The same narrative was popularized before even the war carried over and during the war, it was expanded further. Different from how African slaves were described as dump apes, the Japanese were described as brutes, monsters, and pure evil.  Films, newspapers and comic books took a central stage of spreading this narrative. For instance, a comic by Dr Seuss had a title heading "Waiting from the Signal From Home,” to stereotypically illustrate how Japanese-Americans line up all the way from Washington to California to bring havoc to Americans (Tsuda, 2014). In these comic, Japanese-Americans are considered the same and were a cohesive group, hence, they were all traitors to America.
Subsequently, on the ideology behind the enslavement of African Americans; the main reason for enslavement was for labour shortages, mainly in agriculture, the Americans needed Africans to save them from threat to the physical and economic survival of early European settlers. Also, the European settlers found it difficult to enslave the native population and hence they sorted the Africans instead (Acharya, Blackwell,  & Sen, 2016).  Even after the abolition of slavery, Africans continued to be enslaved based on race. The race was used by the Americans to primarily justify the exploitation of Africans; this establishment became the reason to maintain unequal status. During this time science and religion played a fundamental role in reinforcing in the development of attitude and beliefs. This show the Whites being given racially-based privileges and blacks had distinct duties, with the aim of preventing solidarity among them.
The Japanese “Prisons” vs.  The African “Ghettos”
Following the March 1942 exclusion order, all persons with Japanese origin were rounded and transported by shuttered trains, hundreds of miles away from major cities and isolated from public view. The main detainment camps were located in the high mountain deserts of the Rockies and the Sierras and swamplands of the Mississippi Delta. These camps were hostile for people who were earlier used to the temperate climates of Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle. The unique defining feature of the camps was their remoteness and their desolateness. These isolation camps were prisons. The camps were encircled by barbed wire and several armed guards were vigilant to ensure that no one could leave (Tunnell & Chilcoat, 2014). Furthermore, the Japanese inmates feared to leave the camp because the threat of violence outside was more fatal than just being under permanent siege.  Those who attempted to escape the camps were either killed or wounded by the sentries.  The inmates suffered more from psychological torture than physical torture; they had no option but to fall into self-condemnation of living under the constant watch of armed white patrols.
While the Japanese internments were conducted in prisons, the greater part of African enslavement was conducted in ghettos. Max Weber described a ghetto as an ethno-racial control and closure built to accommodate elements such as stigma, constraint, territorial confinement, and institutional encasement (Wacquant, 2015). Simply a ghetto was a distinct space that comprised of people of the same race, who were forced to develop a specific style of life and social strategies. The black ghettos or ‘prisons’ was a result of White Americans rejecting living with blacks as their neighbours. This meant that blacks were only allowed to reside in certain parts of the city, normally the dirty industrial zones.  The white people were protecting themselves from property crime, drugs, rape and violence that was ascribed to African populations. The outcome was a black ghetto, or rather a black prison restricted to only blacks.
Consequences of the internment of Japanese Americans Vs., The Enslavement of Africans
The detainment of Japanese in several tar-papered barracks, guard towers, and mess halls was meant to accomplish certain objectives.  First, of all the American administration was determined in assimilating and dispersing the Japanese across the all regions of the U.S. Based on this objective, the internment camps were designed to deconstruct discrete dignity and family life; there was no room for privacy in these camps, the whole families were cramped in unitary rooms, and toilets and baths lacked partitions (Reeves, 2015).  To make life more challenging for the Japanese, meals were served in shifts and the menu comprised of canned wieners and beans, and canned wieners, which were not only unpalatable but also demoralizing to Japanese.  Due to this incarceration, many inmates were subjected to loneliness as the warm interaction with the family was missing; the time that could have been spent talking, joking and playing were now spent contemplating about the current circumstances (Kindig, 2016). 

On the enslaved African America, distinct but almost similar consequences were identified as those of Japanese American internment.  It is certain that the enslaved slaves were decentralized in almost every part of the Southern and Northern America. There was considerable variance in circumstances depending upon location, time, and kind of labour: for instance, enslaved Africans in Georgian and South Carolina worked in rice fields, those in Virginia worked in tobacco farms, whereas those in Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Alabama worked on sugar and cotton plantations (Omi & Winant, 2014).  The African Americans were deterred from forming families but only allowed to breed, while at the same time they were subjected to strict restrictions of rights and obligations of kinship. To ensure the Africans remained slaves forever, they were given little or in some camps no opportunity to form a marital relationship. Family members were unable to protect each other; men could not protect partners from abuse, to make matters worse, the Africans were subjected to psychological trauma as there was the inevitable possibility of separation that could result in instability (Acharya, Blackwell & Sen, 2016). The whites' desire for maximum yield from labour translated to physical exploitation of the slaves. At the time, the enslaved African Americans were limited to movement, association, and education. The only compassion they knew for each other is to pity one another especially on the basis of kind of labour they were allocated.  The whites built their security by using religion used as means of subjugation, in this way slaves were required to exercise the Christianity values of obedience to their masters.  Moreover, the African slaves were subjected to strict sanctions even there was exhibited any behaviours that threatened the continuance of the slavery system; punishments included castration to death, branding, and severe whipping. In the North, the enslaved Africans were either crafts-persons or artisans or crafts, with a ‘privilege’ to live with one or two members in servant quarters in near proximity with whites homesteads.
Prison labour in the context of Japanese Americans Vs. enslaved Africans in the USA
It is certain that prison labour has a long past in the U.S.  First, it can be presumed that the experiences associated with incarcerated Japanese Americans during World War II brought about the context of prison labour. During their time at internment camps, Japanese-Americans forcefully worked on the fields. They were forced to work long hours and their effort was poorly paid; the average pay ranged from twelve to nineteen dollars a month, which was under minimum wage. The labour was not selective of age because, both the old and the young were made to work (Tunnell & Chilcoat, 2014). Despite the illegality with this approach, the administration considered it significant because a large group of labourers were sufficient for reclaiming the desert for the government's benefit. These measures were taken to make a distinction between Japanese who were loyal to America and those who were loyal to their motherland. 
On the other hand, scholars and historians tend to associate the development of convict-lease labour in the southern United States regarding the end of the Civil War and Reconstruction. It is in this perspective that the context of the enslavement of Africans comes in.  It is presumed that convict- lease labour largely involved African-American men detained after committing crimes that violated discriminatory Black Codes. The convicts were detained and then leased-out to private employers, who administered their authority on them just like it was during the slavery period.  The internment of the Japanese and the enslavement of Africans can be purported to have one thing in common. The two played a role in the phasing out of the convict-lease system and ushered in the emergence of profit-oriented prison industrial complex (van Zyl Smit, & Dünkel, 2018). As such, it can be argued that the current debates regarding the rights and privileges of working convicts stem from the experiences of internments of Japanese Americans as well as the enslavement of African Americans.
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